
“Limerick: What is Our Mission?” 
is being held in preparation 

for the Synod.

A Synod is a large assembly of 
Church representatives that 
identifies and indicates precise 
pathways for the Church to 
follow in coming years.

Limerick Diocese 
Synod. April 2016 



We need to have new conversations that 
create new encounters between people and 
come up with something creative and new.



To determine the city’s mission, we have to start with 
your personal mission and how it becomes the vision 

and mission of the city.What matters most to us 
here in Limerick? The mission 
for the city has to come 

from within.

“If we can connect our own personal vision of 
what we care about in our city to what others 
care about and find a common ground, we can 

start to move forward and build a city mission,”
 Dr Lorna Gold.



 Papal Encyclical ‘on Care for a Common Home’.

The paradox of poverty and 
community-spirit in cities:

“Any place can be turned 
from being hell on earth to 
a place where one can live a 

dignified life,”

Pope Francis.

The importance of engaging people 
in planning the development of 

their communities.

The process of integration of 
communities - how do you create 
one sense of community within 

large urban areas?



When Limerick is at it’s Best - Stories:

The Granny - the sun shone 
for three days, over 200,000 

people came to visit Limerick. It 
was the culmination of a really 

wonderful event . 

The Spirit of the People - 
individual story of a girl 
who shared her employment 
contract voluntarily with a 
colleague who lost her job.

 

Community Spirit after 
the flooding - the 

way people helped one 
another.

The Arts Community Spirit Community Spirit 



What were the key conditions that made 
those experiences possible?

What had to be in place for those 



What should we keep? 



What should we change?



“The Church has a strong 
influence on how people 

access education and could 
include young people more 

in its discussion.”

Final Discussion topic  
“How can the Church help to deliver on Limerick’s Mission?”

How to make the Church 
more relevant to more 

people? The Church needs to 
seize the opportunity to 
listen to people more and 
engage with young people.



The Church should be run more like a business, with a 
board of directors. The stakeholders and young people 

should be well represented on the Church board.

Final Discussion topic  
“How can the Church help to deliver on Limerick’s Mission?”



The Church is built on 
its people, not just its 
hierarchy. The Church 
could be an advocate 
for accessing greater 

resources.

Final Discussion topic  
“How can the Church help to deliver on Limerick’s Mission?”



Final Discussion topic  
“How can the Church help to deliver on Limerick’s Mission?”

Church buildings - how welcoming 
are they to non Church goers? 
Open them up to everyone. Use 

them more for cultural activities.

The Church needs to be more 
proactive in attracting people in 
and addressing apathy towards 
the Church as an institution.



Six themes have been selected 
for the Synod process:

Family
Community

Young People
Education

New models of Leadership
Liturgy in Life

Fr. Eamonn’s closing comments  

“The Diocesan Synod is about reaching out and engaging. 
We need to be in dialogue with the wider world.”



Bishop Brendan, closing comments:

“We have to communicate intergenerationally - have 
dialogue between the young and the old and to 

listen to their ideas.” 


