
Theme 1 – Care of the Earth 

Care of our 
common home 
(Pope Francis) 



Questionnaires Large Groups Small Groups Informal Listening 

281 mentions 27 mentions 15 mentions 3 mentions 

Theme 1 – Care of the Earth cont. 

Who has talked about Care of the Earth? 
• Groups that spoke about this theme were parishes, children, 

teenagers, third level, and religious groups. 
• Nature and animals were named very often as a source of finding 

truth, love, joy, hope – finding God’s love. 
• Laudato si’, Pope Francis’ encyclical invites all of us to contemplate 

creation to “discover in each thing a teaching which God wishes to 
hand on to us”  (Laudato si, 85) 
 



Theme 1 - Care of the Earth cont. 

What are 
people saying? 

“God is everywhere from 
the working of human 
body, to nature, to each 
little miracle” 

“I find joy in the 
sun, the moon, 

the stars, animals 
and nature” 

“When I sit in stillness.  
When I'm in nature”  
“ In the unconditional 
love of my dog” (where 
I experience God’s 
presence/love) 



Theme 2 - Community & Sense 
of Belonging 

Cliques 



Questionnaires Large Groups Small Groups Informal Listening 

3,689 mentions 355 mentions 180 mentions 19 mentions 

Theme 2 - Community & Sense of 
Belonging cont. 

Who has talked about Community & Belonging? 

• Community and Belonging is the second most popular topic 
in the listening 

• Mentioned across parishes and other groups such as the 
Polish community and Fair Trade 

• Particularly evident in the Traveller community, people 
with disabilities and third level students 
 



Theme 2 - Community & Sense of 
Belonging cont. 

What are 
people saying? 

“The community is 
doing excellent work 
– many people are 
giving of their time” 

“Unconditional 
welcome to all 
regardless of marital 
status, sexual 
orientation etc.” 



Theme 3 – Faith Formation / 
Education / Catechesis 

Confession  
(General Absolution) 

How to live 
the Gospel 



Questionnaires Large Groups Small Groups Informal Listening 

1,437 mentions 196 mentions 169 mentions 21 mentions 

Theme 3 – Faith Formation / Education 
/ Catechesis cont. 

Who has talked about Faith Formation ...? 
• The biggest topic is reconciling Church teaching versus lived reality.  

This is particularly evident in responses from young people 
(schools, colleges, Lourdes) as well as people with disabilities and 
those in healthcare. 

• Adult Faith Formation and Religious Education are also key topics 
across parishes and young people. 



Theme 3 – Faith Formation /Education / 
Catechesis cont. 

What are 
people saying? 

“To examine 
relations between 
home, school and 
parish” 

“Faith is not an adult 
faith which can help 
people cope with 
real difficulties” 



Theme 4 – Healing Hurts 

Abortion 

LGBT 
community 

Financial Difficulties 



Questionnaires Large Groups Small Groups Informal Listening 

412 mentions 90 mentions 34 mentions 2 mentions 

Theme 4 – Healing Hurts cont. 

Who has talked about Healing Hurts? 
• The Church’s response to wrongdoings is the topic raised most 

often in this theme.  This is particularly evident across parishes 
and in responses from young people (schools, colleges, Lourdes) 
as well as groups such as the Irish speaking community 

• The need for a compassionate response to the LGBT community 
and those affected by abortion and suicide also feature strongly. 

• Mental health is a particular issue for young people and groups 
such as the Traveller community 
 
 



Theme 4 – Healing Hurts cont. 

What are 
people saying? 

“Did God not make 
me? He made me 
gay so I don’t have 
a home” 

“The church must be 
kinder and more 
considerate” 



Theme 5 - Liturgy & Life 

Hearing the 
word of God 



Questionnaires Large Groups Small Groups Informal Listening 

2,606 mentions 299 mentions 197 mentions 70 mentions 

Theme 5 - Liturgy & Life cont. 

Who has talked about Liturgy? 
• Meaningful, joyful liturgy is of concern across all groups 
• Music in liturgy is the highest ranking topic in the Liturgy 

theme; particularly evident in secondary students, third level 
students and active Church groups 

• Language in liturgy is also a concern and was named as such 
by the Irish speaking community 

• The Church environment is particularly important to people 
with disabilities and the traveller community 



Theme 5 - Liturgy & Life cont. 

What are 
people saying? 

“Little or no 
understanding of 
issues for ordinary 
people” (homilies) 

“A revamp of 
communicating the 
message of the 
gospel of Jesus 
Christ” 



Theme 6 – Ministry Roles 

Active roles for 
children and 

young people 

Voluntary 
options 



Questionnaires Large Groups Small Groups Informal Listening 

1,604 mentions 161 mentions 74 mentions 13 mentions 

Theme 6 – Ministry Roles cont. 

Who has talked about Ministry Roles? 
• The inclusion of young people and lay involvement are the 

highest ranking concerns in this theme. 
• Particularly evident in parishes, and also among teenagers 

and children 



Theme 6 – Ministry Roles cont. 

What are 
people saying? 

“Not active – 
never been asked” 

“Involve younger 
people where 
possible – give them 
responsibility” 



Theme 7 - New Models of 
Pastoral Leadership; facing the new reality 



Questionnaires Large Groups Small Groups Informal Listening 

2,451 mentions 265 mentions 170 mentions 19 mentions 

Theme 7 - New Models of Pastoral 
Leadership cont. 

Who has talked about Leadership? 
• The need for new, skilled leadership models was particularly 

evident in parishes and third level students 
• Personal skills of pastoral leaders, the shortage of vocations, 

married clergy and the role of women in leadership are the 
highest ranking issues under the theme of leadership. 



Theme 7 - New Models of Pastoral 
Leadership cont. 

What are 
people saying? 

“Often priests’ 
role is taken for 
granted” 

“The question of 
parish finances need 
to be reviewed and 
discussed” 



Theme 8 - Pastoral Care  
of the Family 

Separation / 
Divorce 



Who has talked about Family? 

Questionnaires Large Groups Small Groups Informal Listening 

2,225 mentions 170 mentions 89 mentions 13 mentions 

Theme 8 - Pastoral Care of the Family 
cont. 

• Family is the single highest ranking topic across all the 
listening 

• Mentioned across parishes and all other groups 
• Particularly evident in primary, secondary and third level 

groups 



Theme 8 - Pastoral Care of the Family 
cont. 

What are 
people saying? 

“Ways to make 
the Church more a 
part of family life”. 

“Provide help and 
support for children 

of separated and 
divorced families” 



Theme 9 – Social Justice 

Voiceless-ness of 
people on the 

margins 



Questionnaires Large Groups Small Groups Informal Listening 

248 mentions 37 mentions 14 mentions 3 mentions 

Theme 9 – Social Justice cont. 

Who has talked about Social Justice? 
• Social Justice for People on the margins was discussed across 

parishes, by young people (teenagers, Lourdes) and groups such 
as people with disabilities and religious groups. 

• The voiceless-ness of those on the margins was raised as a specific 
issue. 



Theme 9 – Social Justice cont. 

What are 
people saying? 

“A pro-active 
approach to new 
immigrants” 

“How are we caring 
for the poor and 
marginalised – do 
we know who they 
are?” 



Theme 10 – Spirituality & 
Ways of Praying 

Special 
moments 

Adoration 



Questionnaires Large Groups Small Groups Informal Listening 

398 mentions 52 mentions 39 mentions 4 mentions 

Theme 10 – Spirituality & ways of praying 
cont. 

Who has talked about Spirituality? 
• Personal prayer is the highest ranking topic in the Spirituality 

theme, noted particularly across parishes and groups such as the 
Traveller community 

• An appreciation of the value of meditation featured strongly 
amongst children, the healthcare sector and third level students 

• Adoration was cited as a positive faith experience across parishes 



Theme 10 – Spirituality & ways of praying 
cont. 

What are 
people saying? 

“I find prayer a 
great source of 
fulfilment in my 
daily life” 

“I sometimes feel 
there is no need for 
me to practise in 
order to believe” 



Theme 11 – Women in the Church 

Ordination of 
women 



Questionnaires Large Groups Small Groups Informal Listening 

617 mentions 67 mentions 33 mentions 3 mentions 

Theme 11 – Women in the Church cont. 

Who has talked about Women in the Church? 
• The vocation of women in the Church was raised across parishes 

and groups such as the Lourdes group  
• Ordination of women featured strongly amongst parishes, 

children, teenagers and third level students 



Theme 11 – Women in the Church cont. 

What are 
people saying? 

“The role of 
women in a 
meaningful way – 
not tokenism” 

“If in God’s eyes we 
are all equal, then 
why not in the 
Catholic Church” 



Theme 12 – Young People 

Experience of 
liturgy 



Questionnaires Large Groups Small Groups Informal Listening 

744 mentions 110 mentions 66 mentions 2 mentions 

Theme 12 – Young People cont. 

Who has talked about Young People? 
• The engagement and empowerment of young people is of 

concern across all groups  
• The disenfranchisement of young people, their negative 

experience of liturgy and their competing interests are of 
greatest concern in this theme. 

• Accessible language is of particular concern to children, 
teenagers and third level students 



Theme 12 – Young People cont. 

What are young 
people saying? 

“Youth activities 
clash with Mass 
times” 

“Youth are searching 
for God in everyday 
things” 


